
 

The Philippines & Indonesia 
Undiscovered 

27th June to 11th July 2023 (15 days) 

 
Whale Shark by M. Richardson, Heritage Expeditions 

 

Explore the undiscovered pristine island paradises of the Philippines and Indonesia with pioneering 

small ship expedition cruise company Heritage Expeditions as we sail well off the traditional tourist 

route aboard our luxurious 140-guest expedition ship Heritage Adventurer. 

 

Lying like pearls scattered across the equator the archipelagos of the Philippines and Indonesia’s 

undiscovered islands are the postcard definition of paradise where impossibly blue waves gently lap 
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white sand beaches and friendly locals welcome us into their world, where primordial jungles and 

untouched coral reefs abound with astounding wildlife and myriad adventures await both above and 

below the water. In addition to being among some of the most biodiverse regions on the planet and home 

to rare and endangered wildlife, these remote tropical outposts boast incredible history, heritage and 

ancient cultures. Escaping the tourist boom due to their hard-to-reach locations makes them perfect for 

exploration by expedition ship. Highlights of our Philippines and Indonesia cruises include exploring 

the ‘Galapagos of Asia’ Sibuyan Island, visiting the ‘Whale Shark Capital of the World’ and swimming 

with the gentle giants and discovering the ‘eighth wonder of the world’ on Bohol Island. 

 

Discover one of The Philippines best kept secrets on Ticao Island where the towering Catandayagan 

Falls tumble down sheer stone cliffs into the ocean in a dramatic display of unrestrained nature. Delve 

into the fascinating history of the Spice Islands at Banda Neira and explore the iconic five-sided Fort 

Belgica built in 1611 and pending World Heritage Site status, as well as the famed palace of the Sultan 

of Ternate. At Tojoman Lagoon observe thousands of stingless jellyfish, look for the critically endangered 

Celebes Crested Macaque, known for their distinctive pink rumps and jet-black mohawks, and the 

world’s smallest primate the saucer-eyed Spectral Tarsier at Bitung, and snorkel pristine coral reefs 

including “the mother of all living coral reefs”, sample local delicacies and experience thrilling cultural 

exchanges at villages where traditional life continues unchanged. 

 

Set sail where few have gone before and join us on an authentic expedition as we expedition cruise the 

untouched beauty of the Philippines and Indonesia’s undiscovered islands by ship and Zodiac on this 

unforgettable adventure. 

 

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE… 

 

THE ITINERARY 

Day 1 Arrival in Manilla, The Philippines 

Day 2 Manila 

Day 3 Sibuyan Island 

Day 4 Donsol & Ticao Island 

Day 5 Bohol Island 

Day 6 Bucas Grande Island 

Day 7 At Sea 

Day 8 Bitung, Indonesia 

Day 9 Ternate 

Day 10 Banggai Island & Taliabu Island 

Day 11 Buru Island 

Day 12 Banda Neira 



RBL The Philippines & Indonesia - Undiscovered Itinerary 

 

 

 

3 

Day 13 Tanimbar Island 

Day 14 At Sea 

Day 15 Darwin, Australia 

 

TOUR ROUTE MAP…. 
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THE TOUR IN DETAIL… 

 

Day 1: Arrive in Manila, The Philippines.  Arrive in the 

Philippines’ bustling capital Manila, a former port town now 

buzzing commercial hub, heritage centre and culinary hot 

spot, and transfer to your hotel where our group will spend 

the first night of the expedition. This evening, meet your 

fellow voyagers and expedition guides over dinner at the 

hotel. 

 

Day 2: Manila.  Enjoy breakfast at the hotel before exploring 

this fascinating city which mixes Spanish colonial 

architecture with modern skyscrapers before joining Heritage 

Adventurer this afternoon. The captain and expedition team 

will be waiting to greet you on arrival and show you to your 

cabin. You will have time to settle in and familiarise yourself 

with the ship; we will also take the opportunity to introduce 

your expedition team and our voyage plans. You are invited 

to join the expedition team in the Observation Lounge and up 

on the Observation Deck as we sail for Sibuyan Island. 

 

Day 3: Sibuyan Island.  One of the three main islands, and 

the second largest in the Romblon archipelago, Sibuyan 

Island offers a glimpse into primordial Philippines due to its isolation from the mainland. With 50 per 

cent of the island covered in what many consider the world’s densest rainforest, including large swathes 

of primary-growth woodland, it is little wonder Sibuyan has been dubbed ‘Galapagos of Asia’ with its 

more than 100 bird species, 15 types of bats, dozens of reptiles and amphibians, undiscovered insect 

species and an estimated 700 types of plant, including 54 species endemic to the island. Options today 

Philippine Tarsier by David Shackelford 

Dugong by C. Rayes, Heritage Expeditions 
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include an energetic hike for birders up 

Cantigas Mountain, or experience an 

authentic slice of village life. 

 

Day 4: Donsol & Ticao Island.  

Considered the ‘Whale Shark Capital of 

the World’, at the small fishing village of 

Donsol there will be the opportunity to 

enjoy the unforgettable experience of 

swimming and snorkelling with these 

gentle giants which are known to grow 

more than 12-metres in length. Joining 

local boats and guides we will venture 

into the bay where, during the months of 

November through June, large 

concentrations of plankton attract the 

world’s largest fish and, if we are lucky, 

Manta Rays may also be observed in the 

pellucid water. Our afternoon will be spent on the tropical paradise of Ticao Island where one of the 

Philippines best kept secrets, the towering Catandayagan Falls which tumble down sheer stone cliffs into 

the ocean in a dramatic display of unrestrained nature. There may also be the opportunity to visit a local 

village. 

 

Day 5: Bohol Island.  An early rise with cameras at the ready is recommended this morning as the sun 

rises over Bohol Island’s famed Chocolate Hills this morning. Often dubbed the ‘Eighth Wonder of the 

World,’ during the dry season the grass covering the more than 1,200 conical karst hills scattered across 

an area of 50 square kilometres turns a chocolatey brown creating this incredible phenomenon best 

enjoyed from a viewing station some 200 steps up, but absolutely worth the effort. During our time here 

we may explore the lush countryside cruising the Loboc River by local boats sampling local delicacies 

and traditional music from local musicians. Other 

highlights include a visit to a Tarsier Sanctuary to see 

the world’s second smallest primate the tiny Philippine 

Tarsier, the threatened species are protected in the 

Philippines but their numbers are declining due to 

logging, mining and the illegal pet trade, the coral stone 

Baclayon Church and National Cultural Treasure, and 

sampling The Pastry Capital of Bohol’s world famous 

Broa or Lady Fingers.  

 

This afternoon, unwind on the pristine white sand 

beaches of Balicasag Island. Ringed by a reef and 

marine sanctuary enjoy an incredible underwater 

experience snorkelling impressive coral garden and 

underwater cliffs teeming with colourful marine life 

including, if we are lucky, sea turtles. 

 

Day 6: Bucas Grande Island.  Emerging from the 

Chocolate Hills scenery by David Shackelford 

Green-backed Kingfisher by Adam Riley 
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shadow of its popular neighbour surfing hot spot Siargao 

Island, Bucas Grande Island combines stunning white 

sand beaches, with waterfalls, emerald green waters, 

mangroves, expansive limestone cave systems, iron 

wood forests, inland lakes, elaborate coral gardens, 

exotic wildlife and rightly famous 60-kilometre Sohoton 

Cove and National Park. Look for Rufous Hornbill as we 

explore this pristine tropical island paradise Zodiac 

cruising the coastline where quiet coves and beaches 

await discovery both above and below the water. 

Highlights here include Tojoman Lagoon/Sohoton 

Jellyfish Sanctuary where thousands of stingless jellyfish 

thrive, the iconic Blue Lagoon with its labyrinthine 

waterways comprised of numerous limestone islets and 

incredible snorkelling, swimming and hiking 

opportunities. At nearby Cinnamon Island, named after 

its abundance of cinnamon trees, a cup of the local 

delicacy, cinnamon tea, has become the traditional 

welcome.  

 

Day 7: At Sea.  Relax on board after our recent adventures, join a lecture or our naturalists on deck, 

update your photos/journal or watch the world go by in the Observation Lounge. 

 

Day 8: Bitung, Indonesia.  Berthing at the bustling, cosmopolitan harbour of Bitung, Manado City, we 

head for the nearby wildlife-filled jungles of Tangkoko Nature Reserve one of Indonesia’s oldest 

reserves. Spanning some 8,800 hectares from beaches to the peak of Tangkoko Mountain the reserve is 

a haven for endemic flora and fauna. Exploring the lowland tropical rainforest with local guides, we’ll 

be looking for the critically endangered Celebes Crested Macaque, known for their distinctive pink rumps 

and jet-black mohawks, symbol of Bitung and smallest primate in the world the saucer-eyed Spectral 

Tarsier and Sulawesi Bear Cuscus. For birders there’s 

Knob-billed Hornbills, multiple species of endemic 

kingfishers, Sulawesi Myna and Maleo, other flying 

highlights include the brightly-coloured Forester Moth 

and the Draco Flying Lizard or Sulawesi Lined Gliding 

Lizard.  

 

Day 9: Ternate.  This surprisingly busy island city and 

port, once a leading clove and nutmeg producer, sits 

perched alongside the dramatic cone of triple-peaked 

volcano Gamalama in the North Maluku Islands. Well 

off the tourist route and renowned for its incredible 

scenic beauty and fascinating history, today is a true 

expedition day with options including visiting the 

spice and cinnamon plantations, the palace of the 

Sultan of Ternate, numerous forts dating back to the 

colonial era, the stunning views over Ngade Lake and 

observing the bustling, anachronistic port in action. 

Celebes Crested Macaque by Adam Riley 

Knob-billed Hornbill by Adam Riley 
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Day 10 : Banggai Island & Taliabu Island.  Today we plan to explore the intricate archipelago of 123 

Banggai Islands, of which 69 are inhabited, sitting just below the arm of Central Sulawesi, at the 

convergence of the Banda and Maluku Seas. Home to astounding coral reefs including “the mother of all 

living coral reefs” according to British naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace who embarked on a famed field 

trip in the 19th Century, which led him to devise the theory of evolution through natural selection 

independently of Charles Darwin. An astounding variety of marine life awaits below the surface 

including Ribbon Eels, Anglerfish, the Zebra-striped endemic Banggai Cardinal and Dugong among 

others, while verdant jungles are home to incredible wildlife and villages where life is still hacked out of 

the jungle and taken from the sea. 

 

Such is their remoteness that in 2020 scientists discovered 3 new bird species on nearby birding hotspot 

Taliabu Island including the Taliabu Bush Warbler, Taliabu Myzomela and the Taliabu Leaf Warbler, 

and three new subspecies, the Taliabu Snowy-browed Flycatcher, Taliabu Island Thrush and Sula 

Mountain Leaftoiler. 

 

Day 11: Buru Island.  Fascinating and seldom visited, Buru Island is located at the boundary between 

the biogeographic zones of Australia and Asia. A high proportion of the species of birds and mammals 

here are found nowhere else with 10 endemic bird species and 4 endemic mammals as well as a number 

of near-endemic species. This morning we will explore these remote shores together with our expert 

naturalists and guides Enjoy opportunities to explore the forests in search of wildlife and many of the 

endemic species including the Blue-fronted Lorikeet and experience the hospitality of local communities 

during village visits. 

 

Banggai Coral Reef, Heritage Expeditions 
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Day 12: Banda Neira.  Under 

consideration as a World Heritage Site 

due to its fascinating history as the centre 

of the Spice Islands trade and incredible 

biodiversity, Banda Neira is the main 

island in the archipelago of 10 tiny 

volcanic Banda Islands. 

 

Once the world’s sole source of nutmeg 

due to the islands’ native Myristica trees, 

the principal town of Banda Neira offers 

a glimpse into bygone days with its 

charming 17th century European relics 

including the five-sided Fort Belgica 

overlooking the harbour. Built in 1611 by 

the first Governor General of the Dutch 

East Indies and refurbished in the 90’s, it 

was designed to guard against sea threats 

and to protect the colonialists from any local uprisings. Across a narrow strait lies the 640-metre cone of 

active volcano Gunung Banda Api which sits on its own island and is home to a variety of wildlife and 

bird species.  

 

Below the sparkling sapphire water, the islands’ location near the centre of the Coral Triangle is evident 

with sprawling coral fields where myriad fish species including Scorpion, Ghost Pipefish, Napoleon 

Wrasse, Mandarin Fish, Hammerhead Sharks and more can be observed. Village visits and cultural 

immersions round out our time here including observing Banda’s famous Kora Kora canoes in action. 

 

Day 13: Tanimbar Island.  Discover paradise on our 

last stop before we arrive in Darwin, as we enjoy another 

expedition day well off the typical tourist route 

exploring the powdery white sand shores and crystal-

clear waters of the Tanimbar Archipelago. This group of 

about 65 islands separating the Banda and Arafura Seas, 

is fringed by unspoiled beaches and reefs home to 

abundant coral gardens and teeming with marine life, the 

islands are a snorkellers paradise, while birders can look 

out for the Tanimbar Starling, poorly known Moluccan 

or Lesser Masked Owl, Fawn-breasted Thrush and Blue-

streaked Lory. We also plan to experience the unique 

culture and traditional crafts like Ikat cloth and carved 

wooden statues the islands are known for.  

 

Day 14: At Sea.  Take the time to relax and reflect on 

an amazing experience as we recap the highlights and 

enjoy a farewell dinner this evening. 

 

Day 15: Darwin, Australia.  This morning we arrive in 

Fawn-breasted Thrush by Dubi Shapiro 

Tanimbar Monarch by Dubi Shapiro 
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Darwin, Australia’s ‘northern gateway’ famous for its glittering harbour, World War II history and 

enviable tropical outdoor lifestyle. 

 

After breakfast there will be a complimentary coach to a central hotel or to Darwin International Airport 

or continue with us on expedition cruise of Australia’s famous Kimberley Coast on Kimberley Explorer: 

Expedition Cruising Australia’s Iconic Kimberley Coast. For those disembarking, to allow time for 

disembarkation procedures and travel from Darwin, we do not recommend booking flights departing 

before 1500 hours. 

 

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Tour dates, cabin prices, single supplement rates, relevant flight costs and spaces available for this cruise 

are displayed on our website. Please note that cabins have variable prices depending on type and size. 

Please see under IMPORTANT INFORMATION below. 

 

You are welcome to contact the Rockjumper office for further information and specifics on the cabins 

variations and booking conditions for this tour.  

 

Please note: The cruise costs are subject to major foreign exchange fluctuations and unforeseen increases 

in tour related costs (especially the price of fuel) and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will be 

notified by email if fuel surcharges or other price adjustments need to be implemented. Furthermore, we 

may be forced to change or alter the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances, but please be aware that 

we will attempt to stick as close to the original program as possible. 

 

This includes: 

• Pre and post cruise transfers; 

• One night hotel accommodation in a twin share room (incl. dinner/breakfast); 

• On board ship accommodation with meals; 

• Shore excursions and activities;  

• Programme of lectures by noted naturalists. 

 

But excludes: 

• ANY flights;  

• Passport, visa and immigration fees; 

• Travel insurance; 

• Any Drinks;  

• Laundry; 

• Tips and gratuities; and 

• Other items of a personal nature (including email). 

 

Additional charges: 

• Obligatory Discovery Fund 

 

ABOUT THE DISCOVERY FUND: Each area we visit has rich cultural experiences and wild treasures 

to offer. As guests, we have made a point to source and support local projects in the areas through which 

we travel. A contribution from each passenger represents a portion of the money we donate to ensure the 

longevity and success of educational, environmental and cultural initiatives in these regions. 
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IMPORTANT NOTES:  

a) Due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, we now quote our tours in 4 currencies. The tour 

price is however fixed only in the currency printed in bold, and the actual cost in the other 

currencies listed will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final 

invoicing (usually 4 months before the tour). 

b) Please also note that a Rockjumper leader may not accompany the expedition unless a minimum 

number of participants are signed up through Rockjumper. In the case that a Rockjumper leader 

is not on board, the professional expedition staff will take care of all participants signed up through 

Rockjumper.  

c) Furthermore, these costs are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs (especially fuel) 

and may have to be adjusted as a result. You will be notified by email if fuel surcharges or other 

price adjustments need to be implemented. 

d) Lastly, we may be forced to change or alter the itinerary and / or the designated Rockjumper 

leader/s at short or no notice due to unforeseen circumstances; please be aware that we will attempt 

to adhere as close to the original program as possible. 

 

Please note: 

• Circumstances may be encountered during our voyage which will make it necessary or desirable 

to deviate from this itinerary. These circumstances include poor weather conditions and 

opportunities for making unplanned zodiac excursions. Your Expedition Leader will provide 

more information at the start of the voyage and keep you fully informed during the voyage. 

• This tour offers varied activities and excursions; your interest will determine which of these you 

wish to partake in.  

• Some activities and excursions will run at similar times and it will therefore not be possible to 

participate in both; no refund of excursions and missed landings will be available due to this. 

 

Arrival and departure details: 

This tour does not include ANY airfares. The tour will commence on day 1 from Manila, in The 

Philippines with a transfer from the airport to our central accommodation. The cruise will conclude on 

the morning of day 15 in Darwin, Australia. (Please note: To allow time for disembarkation procedures, 

we do not recommend booking flights from Darwin before 15:00.) 

 

The above information in respect of arrivals and departures is a guide only. Precise arrival and departure 

information will be sent to you in your Tour Confirmation package once the tour has been officially 

confirmed. If you wish to arrive early and/or depart late and would like assistance in this regard, kindly 

contact the Rockjumper office. 

 

Flights: 

Ninoy Aquino International Airport (IATA: MNL), The Philippines is the main port of entry for this tour. 

Darwin International Airport (IATA: DRW) is the main port of departure. We have the capacity to advise 

you on the best route according to your preferences, but your local travel agent will best be able to book 

these flights for you. IMPORTANT: please DO NOT book your international flights until you have 

consulted the Rockjumper office for confirmation on the status of the tour. 


